






COP 26 REVISITED

IT'S A YEAR since Keelies found

ourselves at the centre of the COP 26

circus marching to Glasgow Green,

while it was blowing a gale, voicing

hopes and doubts at the pledges of

governments, �nancial �rms, and the

fossil-fuel industry.

It cost £100s of millions of UK public

money to host it with hospitality and

landlords proteering. The COP Show

exploits us all by manipulating the public

purse as it shifts our money over to private

companies – disguised as a legitimate

and necessary process. USA attended

with the Pentagon being the largest

producer of greenhouse gases in the

world mostly from burning petroleum and

using Depleted Uranium in missiles.

And UK hypocrisy was also obvious

because Cambo oileld, Shetland (Israeli

investment July 22) and coalmine at

Whitehaven, Cumbria (Australian

investment ) were hovering in the wings –

just waiting to be signed off against

Scotland's wishes. So this November

they all �y off to Egypt's COP 27 Climate

Change jamboree to 'discuss' how the

Earth's fragile climate is to be managed

.... again.

November also sees the UK government

decision on the Whitehaven Coalmine in

Cumbria. Scientists warn us that mining

by far dominates as the main cause of

human-induced earthquakes - check

out Cuadrilla's fracking site near

Blackpool where quakes are felt at

Lytham-St-Anne's 5 miles away. So it's a

big deal to create conditions imposing

tremors or subsidence in return for jobs.

But crucially Whitehaven miners will run

shafts 5 miles from Sellaeld Nuclear's 2

mile site. It includes Windscale, built for

early experiments with toxic plutonium for

the atomic bomb which proted UK

Nuclear and War industries. The site is

remembered as one of the world's

worst radiation disasters in 1957 that

spawned a cancer cluster.

Another by-product of the site is Depleted

Uranium (DU) used in warfare. But 1950's

nukes were not future-proofed so the

deadly radioactive waste was dumped in

holes, silos and ponds with Greenpeace

estimating '8 million litres of radioactive

discharge into the Irish Sea' by 1998

with a land leak in 2019. Since the 1980's,

Dundrennan MOD (30 miles away) have

red (they call it 'placed' to avoid

prosecution) over 6700 DU test shells into

the Solway Firth, stopped in 2013, but

now a poisonous missile midden - with UK

current plans to create a neighbouring

underwater storage dump for 100 tons of

lethal plutonium.

The area is uniquely hazardous if the

muddy sea bed is disturbed. Yet local

Councillors have already allowed

exploratory boreholes for the Whitehaven

mine to proceed directed out under the

Irish Sea - with reports it accidentally hit a

methane gas pocket. And the Tories

under Truss wanted the mine to go ahead

to 'plug the fuel crisis'. There is no doubt

that Capitalism requires veiled hypocrisy

and greenwashing the public to continue

prots. Disguised as new jobs or the fuel

emergency or War, climate catastrophe

cannot be avoided without destroying the

Capitalist Economic System.

The COP Show focus on Climate

Change without System Change is

futile. Keelie eyes must see through

the lies.

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/coal-

produces-more-earthquakes-than-fracking-so-

lets-talk-about-sellafield-and-the-mine

THE BURNING QUESTION

THESE ARE UNCERTAIN TIMES. There

may be few times within the

destructive force that is the capitalist

mentality that weren't. Listening

24-28 October to the short reads of The

Climate Book on BBC Sounds Radio 4,

is a sobering experience.

Many novels, lms, even albums have

heralded a dystopian future of severe

impact on the climate. Many escape

towards the nonsense of superheroes,

zombies, alien invasions. The science is

overwhelming in it's conclusions: ve

tipping points are already becoming

evident. The World Leaders from those in

denial, trapped in short term outlooks,

plus those who attend Climate Summits

such as Glasgow in November 2021, and

in Egypt are for the most parts not

meeting the agreed targets.

Like many big companies,

greenwashing, preserving their public

image is uppermost. Yet what passes for

normal carries on unabated, with only

minor modications. And War creates

further devastation not only in Ukraine but

in 'Great Power' potential con�icts in the

South China Sea.

The idea that we have a responsibility to

our fellow creatures on this planet is of

secondary concern. Humans have wiped

out so many species for centuries. There

is a consciousness that this has to stop,

but the march of capitalism,

encroachment on habitats continue. It is

wonderful to marvel in the nature

documentaries often narrated by Sir

David Attenborough. Yet it feels like a

means to document in many cases a

fast disappearing world.

Alarmed by the trend even charities like the

RSPB and programmes like Autumnwatch

allow climate warnings to inltrate their

message. They are still drawn into

appealing to the 'common sense' of the

very perpetrators of the chaos that is

increasingly impacting on the existence of

all life on earth – Governments and Big

Business.

An end to the system as we know it,

arising from an international movement

to foster cooperation, mutual aid with

workers taking over the means of

production, is the only hope for our

kids, grandkids, ancestors and animal

species on the planet.


