


OVER 15 YEARS AGO in 2005 it was

a Tony Blair led Labour Government.

A conference convened by the

Government and the Met Office in

Exeter revealed the stark future

facing the planet.

Bill Hare of the Potsdam institute in

Germany, drew up a timetable showing

the devastating impact continued rises

in global temperature will bring.It grows

increasingly unlikely that most

Governments are unable or unwilling to

deviate from the growth at all costs

model of the economy. The goal of

keeping the average rise to less than

1.5% by 2030 and mitigating the

upheaval could be a pipe-dream.

Far from containing the impact of

carbon on the environment, so much

action to ‘save the planet’ is, as

Greta Thunberg says, so much BLA

BLA BLA .

Back in 2005 the level was 0.7%. All the

summits since, have only led to

compliance by a few States and false

trade offs dreamt up by the market to

offer an illusion of progress. Above the

1% level some forest or unique habitats

are threatened and degraded on land

and oceans. More hurricanes, drought

leading to uncontrollable fires, the

escape of methane from the tundra of

the Arctic region, erosion of icecaps are

now apparent.

If the rise continues on to 2% the

consequences accelerate, as the study

projected for 2050. Many species are

threatened, vast areas of the planet

become less habitable and coral reefs

die off, the marine rise having huge

impacts worldwide. 3 billion people

greatly affected by water shortages &

lack of nutrition. If it continues on to 3%

it reaches catastrophic proportions with

over 5 billion dying of famine,

malnourished or forced to seek

sanctuary in more temperate areas.

This is what is expected by 2070. A few

people switching to electric cars,

phasing out gas boilers, rationing

overseas travel, and other personal

lifestyle choices for the middle class just

won’t be enough!

It is capitalism since 1850 that has

produced this emergency for

humans and all living species on the

planet.

While most scientists and

environmentalists are crystal clear

about the future, amongst politicians

and their electorate, there is a range of

opinion from the deniers, the fossil fuel

companies, corrupt and dysfunctional

states, and a general unwillingness to

‘change our ways’ to recognise the

harm that allegiance to materialism,

consumerism, individualism results in. a

status quo divided and incapable of

tackling worldwide the root cause of the

crisis






