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IAIN LIVINGSTONE, Chief Constable

of Police Scotland recently wrote a

puff piece for a national newspaper

in which he states that his force has

been radically reformed.

He points to the lack of arrests at Cop

26, the ‘Don’t be That Guy’ campaign on

men’s behaviour to women, and the

plan to issue Naloxone, a drug

overdose �rst aid nasal spray to all

serving of�cers. He also states there

will be no tolerance for misogyny,

racism or discrimination.

But what’s the hidden agenda here?

Is he throwing his scrambled egg

covered hat in the ring with this

makeshift CV? If so, it’s unlikely to be as

a replacement for Cressida Dick, the

sacked Head of the Metropolitan Police.

That particular can of worms carries a

salary of around £250,000, not enough

above his current pay grade to justify all

the extra grief. And the acting

Metropolitan Commissioner is Sir

Stephen House, who was effectively

sacked as Chief Constable for Scotland

in 2015, after it took three days for the

police to respond to the fatal death of a

couple in a car crash on the M9.

But maybe Livingstone has his eye

on a bigger prize: there are rumours

of a plan to combine all 43 forces in

England into one, and in his article

Livingstone bums about how

combining Scotland’s 10 forces

saves £200 million a year.

Just like in the Army, where squaddies

are being replaced by drones, the

Police Service is changing. Having

17,241 people on the streets of

Scotland who can administer anti-

overdose medication will undoubtably

save lives. And the days of the whisky

fuelled ‘lend us a packet of fags until

the shops shut’ Glasgow polis are long

gone.

But the idea of the Police as a ‘woke’

Social Justice Organisation is a farce.

When van loads of police raced

Keystone-Kops style to the anti-war

occupation of a Russian Oligarch’s

London mansion they were

demonstrating their prime purpose:

protecting the property of the Boss

Class.

In the Miners Strike of 1984-5, the

Police were used as a sledgehammer

to smash entire communities in

England, Scotland and Wales, and

were paid handsomely for doing it.

When called for, they would do the

same again. That’s the real Police

CV.
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FOR THOSE WHO DON’T SWITCH

OFF THE NEWS IN DESPAIR, the

pictures and stories from Ukraine are

harrowing. Millions of civilians

fleeing, young soldiers sacrificed in

botched assaults, apartment blocks,

hospitals and places of shelter

obliterated by missiles.

It brings in mind the siege of Sarajevo

in Bosnia 30 years ago and more

recently the destruction of Syria's

second biggest city, Aleppo by the

forces of Assad and Russian aircraft.

Many other conflicts like Yemen;

Ethiopia & Tigray; Myanmar, the Turkish

assault on Rojava in Kurdish controlled

Northern Syria, Mali and the Sahel

region, in western Congo, Somalia and

so on, go under-reported.

It is clear that the aim of ‘liberating’

Russian speakers in Kharkiv, along the

Sea of Azov coast – especially in

Mariupol has gone way off course. The

very people who voted against the

nationalist agenda of Ukrainian

Governments after the ‘peoples'

uprisings’ of 2004 and 2014 are being

blown to smithereens and not rising up

against the Ukrainian Government.

Mariupol a port of over 400,000

people, including 22,000 Greeks, is

paying the price. It is a strategic link

between the breakaway areas of the

Donbass & Crimea. Defended in part by

the Azov Special Operations

Detachment, a neo-nazi brigade of

1,000 since 2014 when Russian

separatist forces were expelled from the

city. ‘De-nazification’ has been a key

justification by Putin for the invasion but

less than 1% of the Ukrainian defenders

could be tagged as such.

Support for the Far-Right Svoboda

Party in the Ukraine has been declining

since a high point of 2010, and only

significant in the west around Lviv and

Ivano-Frankivisk which have only

received occasional missile strikes. It is

no more popular at the polls than ultra-

nationalist parties in Russia, and much

less so when compared to French,

Italian and German and East European

populist fascists who Putin has

cultivated to undermine the European

Union.

Meanwhile, with NATO membership

ruled out as part of any future ceasefire

with the Zelenskyy Government in Kyiv,

Putin's grip on power seems certain to

be undermined by the effects on the

Russian economy, the losses of the

Russian Army and his support amongst

the sanctioned Oligarchs waning.

• Anti War sticker, Moscow




