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PUT THE
KETTLE ON!

HISTORY MADE
AS THE PEOPLE

KETTLE THE POLIS

PRAISE THE LORD: THE

SUPER-RICH ARE GETTING

RICHER. Can’t you just wait

for that wealth to trickle down

your way? There are 171

Billionaires in the UK, and

Covid has not stopped the

accumulation of riches for

them.

The top ten all added to their

hoard. But spare a thought for

poor Sir James Dyson who only

added £100 million to his pile of

£16.3 billion. The Tories were so

moved, they gave him lucrative

contracts for NHS ventilators

without competitive tendering.

Dyson comes in 4th with Sir

Leonard Blavatnik the richest

bastard with £23bn, over £7.2bn

more growth in a year. Second,

David & Simon Reuben adding

nearly £5.5 billion to their £16bn

stash. And bronze model goes

to Sri and Gupti Hinduja at

£17bn. None of the top 3 are

exactly household names.

In Scotland Anders Povlsen,

has £6bn, a Dane who likes the

country so much he owns more

land than the Queen and the

Church in Scotland combined.

Nice to know the Viking Raids

never stopped ! Povlsen added

an extra £1.2bn last year. Only

10 of the 171 are Scotland

based.

In the North & Midlands of

England, some voters have

swallowed the ‘levelling up’

mantra of Johnson. Vote Tory

and get more funds for your

local area. Whatever happened

to the cry: “We don’t want your

crumbs, we want the bloody

bakery”!

EAT THE RICH
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DAY AND DAILY, millions of ordinary

people head out to earn their crust of

bread, sadly some never return

home alive.

Sometimes the death of a worker

doesn’t come with the quick

explosion/fire or mechanical failure, but

is a slow process through a disease

brought about by working conditions.

Mesothelioma was a killer that could

take up to 40 years or more to kill but

was deadly nevertheless. This disease

was caused by working with asbestos,

a cheap and good fireproof insulating

material, but lethal to those who

breathed it in, even in minute does.

It was known to have disastrous health

effects as far back as the 1930’s,

medical papers had been written of its

dangers then, people fought to have it

banned, but it took until 1999 before it

was finally banned in the UK and the

EU. Legislators and their friends in

government dragging their feet on this

matter for more than 60 years.

I worked in the Clyde shipyards in the

50’s and asbestos was widely accepted

and still in use on a massive scale. I

recall one fine summer day, onboard a

ship that had been launched and was

being fitted out. The engine room was

open to the sky and the sun was

streaming in filling the engine room. As

I looked up I was aware of a white mist

in the sunlight. It was asbestos powder,

it was everywhere. The reason for this

summer asbestos snow was the pipe

laggers. Their job was to burst large

bags of asbestos power with a shovel,

mix it with water into a thick paste, to

spread on the various pipes, then bind

it in place with a sort of hessian

bandage which was steeped in a more

watery solution of asbestos. No masks,

no breathing apparatus of any kind.

INTO HOMES

This stuff was so lethal that family

members of workers died from

mesothelioma just from the dust

brought into their homes on the clothes

of those working in that atmosphere.

Although now banned, due to its long

incubation period, people are still dying

from Mesothelioma to this day and will

continue to die in years to come.

To say that the employers were

unaware of this slow death is ludicrous,

the subject matter had been well

discussed. What does the life a worker

matter when they knew then that there

were plenty more workers in the care of

the workers wife. To change insulating

material would have cost money and

interfered with their profit margins.

Always remember, that when you go to

work to earn your humble crust of

bread, your employer doesn’t give a

damn about you or your health, just

how much they can make from your

labour and skills.

• FOLLOW The Anarchist Critic at

radicalglasgowblog.blogspot.com/

Slow Death from Earning your Crust of Bread.

KENMURE ST showed

both the depths to which

the racist UK state will sink

to and the strength that we

have in opposing them.

The following week,

Glasgow No Evictions held

a meeting to discuss how to

organise to resist future raids

and evictions.

Over 150 people joined on

Zoom and heard not only

about the recent lived

experience of people in the

network, but how we might

learn from resisting raids in

Haringey, Glasgow back in

2015 and from Birmingham

based activist Muhammad

Idrish who fought deportation

in the 1980s.

The contribution from Idrish

was particularly powerful

because it highlighted the

importance of collective

action through the support

he received from his trade

union NALGO (now Unison).

The next day, the Home

Office attempted another

raid in Paisley, but it was

impeded when the occupiers

of the property refused to

open the door. As word

spread, activists started to

arrive on the scene and the

enforcement officers thought

better of using the tools they

had brought to force an entry

and left.

Remember, anyone can

stop a raid or eviction. Join

No Evictions, be vigilant

and report sightings of the

enforcement vans, respond

to any incidents by sharing

information or going along in

person.

Resisting Raids and
Evictions – What Next?






