Feminist Waves,
Radical Ways:
There is more than one era or one way
to be a radical.
50 years ago, the Women’s Liberation
Movement along with the Gay Rights
and Black Power movements were
exciting people to the possibility of
fundamental social, economic, political,
and interpersonal change. Since then,
we find the legacy of these movements
in keener awareness of our
interdependence. We are more deeply
internationalist. Our communication is
better. We understand capitalism and
patriarchy more clearly. We are fighting
back with more purpose, We are more
wary. We are more radical.
Two years ago when I first saw the La
Pasionaria statue by the sculptor Arthur
Dooley, and before I knew anything
about La Pasionaria herself, or much
about the Spanish Civil War of 19361939, I felt-- through the power and
beauty of Dooley’s work-- the courage,
strength, and importance of women
radicals.
Later I read a book and saw a
documentary film about the Scottish
revolutionary, Ethel MacDonald, who
was a key figure in the Scottish anarchist
movement and in the Spanish Civil War.
In 1936 she was sent by the United
Socialist Movement to Barcelona where
she became world-renowned as the
English-speaking reporter for an
anarchist radio station. She also
remained an activist, daringly organising
hunger strikes among the political
prisoners, smuggling in letters, and
helping some escape. I think of her

whenever I back away from discomfort or
danger.
When I moved to Scotland 10 years ago
I had a lot to learn about Glasgow culture.
Soon enough I found out about the rent
strike of 1915 organised by the
unstoppable women of Clydebank, Paisley,
Partick, and Govan-- including Mary
Barbour, Helen Crawfurd, Agnes Dollan,
Mary Burns Laird, and Mary Jeff. They
were determined to stand up to the
landlords and the government. Together
with the shipyard workers, whose labour
was essential in this First World War
period, they got the government to set the
rents back to the pre-war level till the war
was over. Quite a victory against big odds!
So thank you all, and others like you, for
challenging us. You acted on your radical
principles in different ways, but always for
the good of our class, while remembering
that solidarity and comradeship are
powerful-- and another world is possible!
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